ST IVES PURR-FECT PETS

Phone: 9988 0038 or 9144 7007

RABBITS AND GUINEA PIGS
The following information is a basic guide for the care and requirements of your new rabbit or guinea pig. There are several excellent books available that will offer a comprehensive guide to choosing and caring for your new pet. We suggest “Hop To It” or “The New Rabbit Handbook” for bunnies, and Barrons “Guinea Pigs” for new guinea pig enthusiasts! 

HOUSING

Indoor Hutches – your new pet can live indoors or on a protected verandah. Make sure the hutch is large enough to house an adult comfortably. You will need to provide chews, mineral stones and a vitamin supplement, and ensure your new pet has adequate exercise.

Outdoor Hutches – Metal hutches are lightweight and long lasting, but will need to be covered with timber and kept in a shady area to prevent overheating. If using a timber hutch, it will need to be painted with a weatherproof but non-toxic paint. Timber hutches are prone to being chewed (see * as alternative chews are available) Make sure the hutch will be large enough for adult animals, provides an enclosed sleeping area, is secure and has a wire base.(so bunnies don’t escape) 

IMPORTANT- cages with a wire base are intended to be on the ground! Your new pet will find it extremely uncomfortable to walk on wire that is raised off the ground, and may cut his feet doing this.

Bedding – we suggest straw, hay or wood shavings. You will need to change your pets bedding regularly.  Keep your pets’ cage clean with “Hutch Clean” Spray – it is antibacterial but non toxic for small animals. 

Litter Trays – your bunny can be taught to use a litter tray. You will find that rabbits tend to toilet in one place – this is where to put the litter tray to start with. We use Max’s Litter as it is natural and non toxic.

FEEDING

In addition to fresh grass, rabbits and guinea pigs need a daily supply of fresh fruit and vegies. For example: carrot, red apples, celery, endive, spinach, butternut pumpkin, pear, broccoli, bok choy, cos lettuce, spinach. 

It is generally recommended that the same type of vegetables be given consistently, particularly for rabbits. Current recommendations are that rabbits and guinea pigs be given free access to Hay. Grass Hay provides essential nutrients, and indigestible fibre that is needed for a healthy digestive system. It also provides healthy chewing activity to promote proper wear of the teeth. 

Lucerne Hay is appropriate for young growing animals, but is far higher in nutrients, so should be restricted if given to older animals.

We also provide a small bowl of Rabbit Pellets or a good quality Rabbit Mix. Use a ceramic bowl as this will not be tipped over( guinea pigs in particular like to sit in their food dish).

Things to Avoid: avocado, rhubarb, lawn clippings ( hand picked grass is ok), too much lettuce (can cause diarrhoea)

Water MUST be available at all times – we use water bottles as they keep water clean and cannot be tipped over.

Small Animal Vitamin Supplement – in a powder or spray form can be added to your pets food bowl to ensure a balanced diet. Guinea Pigs in particular require vitamin C to maintain their health.

Worming – should be done around 3 times a year. Worming syrup is sweet- tasting and easy to administer. We use either a syringe or a plastic spoon. 

Salt Lick or Mineral Stones – supply essential minerals and salt, and can also help prevent overgrown teeth

(*)Wood Chews – are non toxic, fruit flavoured chews to keep teeth healthy and provide an alternative to chewing the hutch. If you are giving your pets other wood, make sure it is not painted or chemically treated, and is not from a poisonous plant.

Treats and Sticks – A huge variety are available, and provide extra food, chews and entertainment for your pets. Treat balls are available, as are “spears” for vegies to keep them off the floor.

Exercise is essential for your Bunny to maintain a healthy weight. Your pet will need adequate time each day for some activity.

Grooming

A good brush will keep your pets coat in good condition, and remove knots and shedding hair. Nail clippers can be used to take the tip off sharp claws. Please make sure you know how much to cut BEFORE you clip nails.

Bath your pets using a Small Animal Shampoo ( they are tearless, and also the correct pH for your pets skin). Dry shampoos and wipes that are “pet friendly” are also available.

Harnesses are available for both rabbits and guinea pigs. Your new pet will need daily exercise, and a harness will allow your pet some more freedom out of the hutch, but without the risk of escaping. It can also help smaller children be involved with their pet, without struggling to pick them up and perhaps dropping them. It also saves you chasing an escaped rabbit or guinea pig about the garden which all involved find extremely stressful. Please remember you should always supervise children while they are handling pets.

Disease

While generally healthy and hardy, rabbits are susceptible to a couple of introduced deadly diseases. Myxomatosis is spread by mosquitoes; there is no vaccine available in Australia. If you are in a high mosquito area, it is generally recommended that you use fly mesh over your bunny hutch. Calici Virus has been introduced in many areas, and most vets will recommend that you vaccinate your rabbit against this disease.

CHECK LIST

*Suitable Hutch
*Water Bottle

*Ceramic Bowl

*Harness

*Worming Syrup

*Salt Lick or Mineral Stone

*Wood Chews

*Brush

*Nail Clippers

*Rabbit Pellets or Mix , Grass Hay

*Wood Shavings or Straw (bedding)

*Litter Tray and Pet Litter( for bunnies)

The above information is intended only as a general guide. Sick animals require immediate veterinary attention. 

Please contact us on 9988 0038 if you have any other enquires! 

