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LYING THE BEST QUALITY PETS





RAT CARE SHEET
LIFESPAN: up to 3 years

SIZE: Body length up to 15cm, with a furless tail the same length. Females are more slender and tend to be more active than males.

HOUSING:
The best home for your rat is a wire multi level cage as rats are active and love to hide and climb. Wooden cages should not be used as the rats may chew their way out. Your cage should supply sufficient space for the occupants to exercise and provide environmental enrichment, such as empty cardboard boxes, sheets of paper to tear up, exercise wheels and ladders.  Exercise wheels must be big enough so that the rat does not have to bend his back whilst inside.   Cages should include a shelter and a place to sleep, such as a hammock or a timber igloo from a pet shop. Rats may also chew these which will help keep their teeth in trim. The cage floor should be covered with an absorbent litter material such as wood shavings or pellets. 
Ventilation and cage cleanliness are particularly important, as ammonia from urine is a strong respiratory irritant.  Limiting ammonia build up will therefore help to prevent respiratory disease.  Hence, cages should be cleaned out on a regular basis, at least once weekly, which will also help reduce odours. 
 Rats should be kept inside, away from direct sunlight and draughts and out of the reach of any other pets. The temperature in the room should be constant. Their hearing is extremely sensitive so they should be situated away from loud noises such as a stereo.

THE GNAWING URGE
Rats belong to the rodent family and have a single pair of incisor teeth that grow constantly, so they need to have something hard to nibble on to wear down these teeth to prevent problems.  Pet rat owners might consider placing a block of hard wood in the cage as a gnawing block. Rats may also enjoy gnawing on chicken bones. 
DIET

A commercially prepared Rat Diet will provide all your pets nutritional requirements, however it as also important to supplement your pet’s diet with a small amount of fresh fruit and vegetables three or four times a week. We suggest apples, raw carrots, peas, corn (in moderation), orange and bok-choy. Too much lettuce, cabbage and broccoli can cause diarrhoea so feed sparingly.
WATER
Ensure your pet has plenty of fresh water. We recommend a gravity flow plastic bottle with a metal tube (sipper tube) as this keeps water clean. Replace daily.
RAT CARE  -  DO'S  AND  DON'TS
DONT pick your rat up by his tail - ever. Use both hands and support his legs. DONT let males and females live or play together. A mating can happen in just seconds, and they can mate through the bars of a cage.
DONT house them in an aquarium. It has very poor ventilation.
DONT feed your rat through the bars of the cage, as they will learn that things poked in are food and grab anything poked in including your finger.
DONT give your pet treats such as candy (chocolate can't be digested by rats), cookies, cheese, potato chips, or other junk food.
DO buy 2 or 3 same sex rats. Rats need the companionship of other rats : they will play, groom and sleep together. 
DO play with your rats. They are most active at dawn or dusk, but will adjust their schedule to fit yours. Rats are very loving, devoted and intelligent pets and will enjoy their time spent with you. They can learn their names, do tricks and they enjoy being talked to.
DO keep the cage very clean. Urine and faeces give off ammonia fumes, which are very bad for your rat. 
DO a major weekly cleaning. Replace all bedding and clean all boxes, toys and hammocks.
DO have fresh water and dry rat mix available at all times. 
BITING

Rats rarely bite .. if they do its usually from fear, not anger. Occasionally a mother rat protecting her babies, fingers poked in through the wire, or fingers smelling like food, are about the only instances when a rat may bite. Remembering these things and taking precautions such as washing your hands before reaching in for your pet and being careful around a mother rat will ensure a safe experience.
We suggest Barrons Rat Handbook, or How to Train Your Pet Rat for a comprehensive guide to caring for your new pet!
